FRAGRANT GARDEN NATURAL INCENSE 

PRODUCT & PRODUCER INFORMATION

FRAGRANT GARDEN Natural Incense is produced by Cottage Industries, a project of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram in Pondicherry, South India.   Sri Aurobindo was a civil servant in Bengal who became a radical political organiser, newspaper editor and writer.   He played a key role in stirring up nationalist sentiment at the turn of the century.   Sri Aurobindo was prosecuted for sedition and imprisoned.   In 1910 he escaped from Bengal to Pondicherry, at that time was a small enclave under French rule. 

SRI AUROBINDO'S political aims always embodied broader concepts of India's needs than mere national self determination.   He was deeply schooled in Indian religion.   In prison he studied yoga and on reaching Pondicherry spent four years in intensive yoga practice.   Sri Aurobindo's spirituality was not esoteric.  He wanted the benefits of higher mental states, cultivated through yoga and other spiritual practices, to be felt by ordinary people.   A positive approach to everyday life became manifest in the ashram that grew around him.   All work taking place in the Sri Aurobindo Ashram is still carried out in accord with yogic principles of self giving and self consecration.

SRI AUROBINDO never set out to found an institution, but so many people came to live at Pondicherry it was necessary to make provision for their support.   The commercial activities of the Ashram now include small scale industries like wood working, stainless steel, hand made paper, embroidery, perfume, pottery, batik, printing and incense.

FRAGRANT GARDEN natural incense is made to a traditional incense recipe.   The basic masala paste is made from a mixture of thirty different ingredients.  They include sandalwood, devadaru, vetivert, rose petals, champa, cinnamon, aniseed, and other herbs known by local names bound together by gum from the South Indian jiggat tree.  Some common perfumery compounds are used to accent the natural aromatic character of the incense.

THE MASALA paste is hand rolled on to bamboo sticks.   Bamboo is an appropriate material for this purpose as it is renewable and local.   Cutting and splitting of bamboo is carried out in a nearby village where this has been the traditional trade for centuries.

ROLLED STICKS are dried in the sun before packing in hand-made paper packets.    Hand-made paper is another Ashram speciality.     The distinctive packaging used for Fragrant Garden Natural Incense is wood free, made from recycled rag and banana plant stalks.   All the finishing processes including printing and sealing into cases for wholesale merchandising are carried out in Pondicherry.    Maximum value is thus added in the country of origin before sea shipping to the UK.    Cottage Industries staff enjoy good working conditions, yearly wage rises above the rate of inflation, insurance and pension benefits.  Cottage Industries are members of WFTO – The World Fair Trade Organisation.

THE METHODS employed in creating Fragrant Garden Natural Incense contrast sharply with many popular brands of incense that are manufactured and packaged in the UK using sawdust blanks dipped into artificial solutions.   Such products often smell very strong.  However we believe that the natural ingredients used in Fragrant Garden offer a more subtle, pleasing experience, as you will discover when you compare them for yourself.

FRAGRANT GARDEN Natural Incense Sticks: Amber, Autumn Harmony, Cinnamon, Eucalyptus, Geranium, Indian Summer, Jasmine, Himalayan Cedar, Jasmine, Lemon Grass, Lotus, Musk, Myrrh, Neem & Lemon Grass, Nectar, Patchouli, Pine, Rose, Sandalwood, Spring Bouquet, Vanilla, Wild Orchid and three Variety packs featuring the most popular Fragrant Garden aromas.
